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Mission, vision and values

Our vision is that all families will be welcomed, involved and
belong in museums, so every child and young person is part of
the experiences and opportunities that a museum offers.

Our mission is to work with museums nationwide to make
them more welcoming of children, young people and families.

Values

* Collaborative
* Inclusive

*+ Responsive
.

Supportive
Weﬁgommg
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Why our work with young people is needed

+ In an average year in England, between 60% and
70% of 16-24 year olds don't visit a museum.

Reasons they don't visit
+ Cost and practicality.
+ Perceptions of museums.
« Relevance and representation.
+ Museums don’t compare well to other leisure
activities.
+ Access.
K"‘I,.}Gm
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What we do

Working in partnership with

SEND families How to set up a youth panel
# Online workshop “Thsresource ofersadvice onhowKids in Museums Conference 2025
 Thu, Nov 21 - 10:00 osec
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The Future is Now: Museum Youth

Summit
We wanted to hold our Museum Youth Summit due to research
like this from DCMS and Morris Hargreaves Mcintyre showing
that only 12% of 16-24 year olds felt London museums told
stories that were relevant to them.

The event aimed to enable young people aged 18-25 to tell us
what they wanted to see from museums and help change
perceptions

We will share the feedback from the young people who
attended the Museum Youth Summit today.
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Key Summit Findings

We were asked not to sugarcoat things, so we aren't.

Delegates highlighted a large number of barriers to
employment, ranging from nationality and qualification level to
stereotypes of museums and the need to volunteer (doing
tasks which don't align with their career ambitions)

90% of delegates did not feel considered as an audience or
represented in museums, often feeling that exhibitions and
collections were not relevant to young people

Despite this, delegates remained hopeful for the future of the
museums sector, calling on museums to share their power
and decision making with young people
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How did del see the of the future?

Interactive

Less writing

More colourful

Open and less restrictive

Don't assume everyone has a smartphone
Spaces to reflect without technology

Joy, play, mindfulness

Accessible

Weekend work experience

People can have a say in temporary exhibitions
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How can museums attract young people?

« Pay young people for their time

Working with existing youth groups to better represent
communities and highlight career pathways

Discounts for young people not in education
+ Use sound and video to make museums more accessible
* Include working class histories
+ Empower young people to return independently after school
trips
K"‘F useuns
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How can young people enact change?

Join a youth panel/ advison %roup or become a young trustee
(we know this is easier said than done!)

Be drivers for change. Use your voice to speak up for other
oung ﬁeople and represent others, especially at boardroom
evel Wwhere possible.

+ Be the change you want to see. If you are able involve other
young Eeople in your work and contribute to the growing
network of young professionals.

IA%)’OUHQ people ourselves, this prompted us to make our open
etter....
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How can YOU (the sector) enact change?

DEAR
CHANGE
MAKERS

An open letter from the Kids in
Museums Youth Panel and Young
Trustees

KMrm
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Get involved!

Following our Open Letter, we are asking museums to
pledge to make one change to their provision for young
people.

For example:

If you offer discounted tickets for young people how easy is
it to find out how to obtain these tickets on your website, or
onsite?

https:/kidsinm ms.org.uk/2024/05/dear-chan
makers-an-open-letter-from-the-kids-in-museums-
youth-panel/
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Craft Under the Mast

« The Youth Panel wanted to design a pilot project which offered social
arts and craft activities in @ museum to address social isolation and
increase wellbeing among young people.

Craft Under the Mast was a series of four free art and craft workshops
at the Tall Ship Glenlee in Glasgow for 18-25s that took place in autumn

+ The project was designed by the Kids in Museums Youth Panel and the
workshops were delivered by young artist, Phoebe Leach.

K"‘F useuns
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Craft Under the Mast
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Craft Under the Mast - Impact

96% of participants said the workshops they attended were
'very enjoyable’.

88% of participants said that doing a craft activity made
socialising with new people a lot easier.

+ About two thirds of participants said that their sense of
wellbeing increased as a result of doing one of the workshops.
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Stay in touch

Subscribe to our newsletter

@kidsinmuseums
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