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Affer losing nse of dominant arm, painter tuxns life around with CGI
Toshio Katsuma, a painter, was devastated when he lost the ability to use his dominant left hand due fo 2 sudden illness 11
years ago. He could no longer draw. It was a crushing blow, and he almost lost the will to live.

In December 2010, he felt his hands begin to shake. He collapsed at his home in Osaka after working with no sleep to
finish a drawing. He had soffered a stroke. When Katsuma came to, he felt namb along the left side of his body and couldn’t
hold a paint brush with his dominant hand. He was 59 at the time. His doctfor toid him he woulde’t be able to work again as a
painfer, :

But Katsuma refused to give up, Thinking that he might be able to draw using a personal computer, he moved the monse
with his right hand and drew a picture. He kept at it although be wasn’t satisfied with the catcome.

‘He posted the drawing on his Facebook page, and it instantly attracted hundreds of likes and made him feel confident in his
skills. Since then, Katsuma has posted his drawings online every day.

His drawings atiracted fhe attention of an art dealer, who helped Katsuma organize a solo exhibition at a department store
in September 2017. It was his fivst experience showing his works in a gallery. Some visitors shed tears as they remembered their
dead pets.

*I always wanted to draw pictures that would be remembered because I had drawn nothing but manga and other drawings
that would be thrown away after a short while,” Katsuma said.

Tt felt like a new path was opening up in front of him, he said,
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“After Josing use of dominan arm, painter tums 1ife around with CGI”
By TOMOMI TERASAWA, The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch (ATW), 2021/09/05 X b He#p
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Toshio Katsuma, a painter, was devastated when he lost the ability to use his dominant left hand due fo a sudden illness 11
years ago. He could no longer draw, It was a crushing blow, and he almost Iost the will to Live.

In December 2010, he felt his hands begin to shake. He coilapsed at his home in Osska after working with no steep ta
finish a drawing. He had suffered a stroke. When Katsumma came to, he felt numb along the left side of his body and couldn’t
hold & paint brush with his dominant hand. He was 39 at the time. His doctor told him he wonldn’t be 2ble to work again as a
painter, :

But Katsuma refnsed to give np. Thinking that be might be able to draw using a personai computer, he moved the mouse
with his right hand and drew a picture. FHe kept at it although he wasn't satisfied with the ontcome.

He posted the drawing on his Facebook page, and it instanfly attracted hundreds of lkes and zade him feel confident in his
skills, Since then, Katsuma has posted his drawings online every day.

His drawings attracted the attention of an art dealer, who helped Katsuma organize a solo exhibition at a department store
in September 2017. It was his first experience showing his works in a gallery. Some visitors shed tears as they remembered their
dead pets. '

“1 always wanted to draw pictures that would be remembered because I had drawn nothing but manga and other drawings
that would be thrown away after a short while,” Katsuma said.

1t felt like a new path was opening up in front of him, he said.
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“After losing use of dominant arm, painter turns life around with CGI"
By TOMOMI TERASAWA, The Asahi Shimbun Asta & Japan Watch (ATW), 20210905 X b $&i

[EM(AEE]

sy
még
>
£
ot
H
ﬁ%
MR
o
E ]




BB EE  NNEEREREEAFRRENE - LR GBEY)

SRR, RS A nTERE RS g A EA

(Ra]

1. (BE - p{afEd _ -

BREIE o TEBHIRICE TWAERE 2R S, $RE0EAELRS, 2% E0 X 5128 HF ORI
KR ANRL S & LT SRl Ew, :

b EIS TR TV B ERA T | ]

= B = = T OB i
5T | T (AAE ol i




