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Frenchman leads effort to preserve 1980s Japanese game software
Fearing a loss of Japanese culture, a Frenchman in Tokyo has been preserving retro video game software from the 1980s,

Joseph Redon, 47, and his nonprofit Game Preservation Society (GPS) have collected and stored around 18,000 game
software items at its head office in a quiet residential area of Tokyo's Setagaya Ward.

Redon said he became obsessed with arcade games installed at cafes in France when he was a child. He was a middle
schootl student when he realized that most of them were made in Fapan.
His father bought him a PC Engine home video game console. The manual and texts that appeared on the console’s screen
were written in Japanese.

Redon consulted a bilingual dictionary to understand what the words meant. That led to his longing to visit Japan.
He landed a job with the Paris branch of a Japanese-affiliated business after graduating from university.

But his yearning for Japan grew more intense. He quit his job and traveled to Japan alone when he was 24.

Once in the “land of video games,” Redon realized that older games were suffering from the degradation of storage media
and limited availabitity. He algo felt concernad that the Japanese software could flow to other countries.

“Video games are Japan’s cultural properties, which [ will have to help preserve,” he said he swore to himself.

“Video games constitute a genre of Japanese culture, like cinema and pictorial atts,” Redon said. “That, however, has not
been understood very easily in Japan.”

The GPS group is buiiding an archive of video games using a subsidy from the Agency for Culturai Affairs. Redon said he
dreams of building a “library” where anyone can play video games.
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“Frenchman leads effort to preserve 1980s Fapanese game software”
By MANABU UEDA, The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch (ATW), 2023/12/26 X b $zi- By
E3SIEE =)

» %
I3

NGRS (HEEE)

B R
dn 38

I 3




TRITEE WHNERERFREBRAFRBRNE - 5 (BCH)

ARAPAY /B R

BEOSETOERE., “RPLED FWMERIE S THRIZBR T EE N,
(WAL EBRAAEL)

fﬂﬁ
b2
r R

M (ARG %t B E B




